Definition and Guidance to Measure the Indicator

Indicators: Proportion of parents or caregivers who believe that physical punishment is necessary to bring up a child properly

Definition: Percent of parents or caregivers with children aged 0-18 years who believe that the only way to bring up a child properly is to use physical violence as punishment 

Include also the measuring methodology clearly:


What is measures?
This indicator measures parents or caregiver’s perceptions of the necessity of physical punishment for disciplining children. This is one possible proxy measurement for child protection (abuse). 

This indicator shows the overall attitude toward violence in the lives of children that is held by their parents. One can expect that the more widespread the acceptance of corporal punishment is in a population, the lower the threshold for the use of violence will be within that population.

How to measure it?
PCD03. Do you believe that in order to bring up, raise, or educate a child properly, the child should be physically punished? 
Yes = 1                   No = 0                 DK = 88

Question code: PCD03

How to calculate it? (numerator)
# respondents answering PCD03 = 1(YES)

How to calculate it? (Denominator):
Total # households with children 0-18 years surveyed

Target population: Households with children 0-18 years

Limitations: 
This indicator only measures the opinion of parents or caregivers – not actual levels of punishment. The proportion of mothers or caregivers who say they believe corporal punishment of children is necessary varies across countries but is consistently lower than the proportion indicating their children have experienced minor physical punishment in the month before the survey. 

This indicator should be combined with the following indicator to strengthen it: 
Proportion of parents or caregivers who used physically punishment or abuse as a means of disciplining their children

Life cycle stages of children of that household:
Early childhood 0-5 years, Middle childhood 6-11 years, Adolescent 12-18 years

