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Terms of Reference for Consultant to undertake Research on Disability in National Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Accountability Mechanisms

Background
Leonard Cheshire Disability is a UK-based organization which believes that persons with disabilities should have the freedom to live their lives the way they choose, with opportunities to live independently, contribute economically and participate fully in society.  Leonard Cheshire Disability delivers inclusive community-based programs delivering sustainable change in the lives of people with disabilities at a grassroots level.  The key focus of our programmes includes:  Inclusive Education; Access to Livelihoods; Campaigning and Advocacy; and Research.  Leonard Cheshire Disability’s International Department works through five regional offices in Africa and Asia.  The South Asia Office is based in Bangalore, India. 

As we all aware, member States of the UN have reached consensus on post-2015 development agenda adopted in September 2015 at the UN Summit.  This final outcome document titled "Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development" is very positive for the inclusion of persons with disabilities containing 11 explicit references. Particularly strong is the paragraph on people who are vulnerable and must be empowered that references “persons with disabilities (of whom more than 80% live in poverty)” (Para 23).

Purpose and Scope of the assignment 
In the given context, the LCD is planning to conduct research on SDG. The work will consist in a report resulting from the gathering of research in-country in Bangladesh, as well as on the international dimension of the accountability mechanisms of the 2030 Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with a focus on Disability. The resulting report will be launched in a side-event in July 2017 in occasion of the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development occurring in New York (USA).
Methodology  
The methodology has to focus on the following: 
a. Overview around disability in the countries (existing data, legal and policy framework, exiting national monitoring bodies related to disability)

b. Overview of national commitments towards SDGs and how far disability is mainstreamed within the national commitments and plans

c. Overview of national financing in relation to the SDGs commitments and how far disability is considered in budget allocations

d. Overview of the national monitoring mechanism for SDGs (actors, plans) and how far DPOs are part of that structure 

e. Involvement of DPOs in the development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the existing national SDGs processes

f. Over all analysis of identified good practices and gaps 

g. Policy Recommendations

The Consultant’s role for this assignment is defined as follows: 

· Develop appropriate tools to capture the information from each of the stakeholders
· Identification of DPOs 

· Organisation of national meetings/workshops
· Organise FGDs with relevant stakeholders

· Consultation and capacity building of National DPOs through workshops or meetings 

· Key informant interviews with relevant policy makers, UN Agencies, Donors and stakeholders
· Prepare draft report for review and feedback
· Finalise the  research report

· Work closely with LCD-SARO office and LCDB located in Dhaka

Deliverables

The expected deliverables are as follows: 
· Tools and Templates for information collection

· Final research report document 
The consultant will be responsible for documenting the research report. She/he will be supported by the LCDB project team in relation to settling local expenses, coordinating logistic arrangements, joining meeting with all the stakeholders. 
Disk copies of the final research report and the relevant raw data collected as part of the assignment to be submitted to LCD as per the agreed timeline. 
Timeframe and budget available

It is expected that the research project would commence in the first week of January 2017 and is expected to be completed by the end of March 2017. A detailed timeline would be agreed upon at contracting stage. The budget available is a maximum of £ 3500. Please note, the selection process will take a rigorous approach to value for money.   
(*All travel/other logistical expenses, if required, will be reimbursed as per actuals in line with LCD rules or arrangements will be done by LCD through LCDB)

Person specification

· Solid experience in qualitative research, data collection and compilation in the context of Bangladesh 
· Understanding of the International Development agenda and the frameworks, with specific reference to Sustainable Development Goals 
· Rich experience in field of research, evaluations  and documentation and it should be of the international standard  

· High level of English language writing skills
· Familiarity with issues related to disability and development in Asia, specifically in Bangladesh 
Submission of proposals

Interested consultants are invited to submit a proposal by 2nd Jan 2017.  

The proposal should be between 2-3 pages and include the following:
· Understanding of the TOR and the issues to address

· Outline of the proposed methodology

· Proposed timeline of top line activities including details of availability

· Proposed budget

· A sample report and CV from consultant should also be submitted

Proposals should be submitted to the following email address:    info@lcdsouthasia.org with “Research on Disability in National SDG Accountability Mechanisms proposal” as the subject line. 
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